
 

 

WE ARE GETTING THROUGH THIS!!! 
 

Greetings to each of you during these sacred weeks of Easter! 
 
I give thanks for you and all that you are doing to reach out to one another. 
 
Working from home and continuing to do pastoral care for our parish, this has given me a very strong 
sense that we are indeed “in this together.” 
 
These are difficult days. Our lives have been hugely impacted by the pandemic. Thankfully, technology, 
human imagination, and resourcefulness have opened up the most creative ways to stay in touch with 
those we care about but can’t get physically close to. 
 
Yes, it’s hard not to be able to gather together at church - to be nourished by the Eucharist and the Word, 
to meet and greet each other and get caught up face-to-face. But we can’t say that the church is CLOSED. 
WE, the people, are the church and we are becoming closer than ever as a church family. 
   
Fr. Eric shepherds us forward with his encouragement to stay connected, his inspirational messages and 
invitation to stay involved and support the church in ways that are still possible, private daily masses 
which include our intentions. I can be reached here at home any time as well. Just ask Kaelyn for my 
contact information if you don’t already have it. 
 
Some of you have been sharing your questions and concerns... 
“DID GOD CAUSE THIS?”  
“WHY DOESN’T GOD MAKE THIS STOP?”                    
“I AM SCARED, DEPRESSED; I CAN’T HANDLE THIS!” 
I am glad that you can voice these questions. None of us has the ultimate answer nor can speak for God. 
Certainly not me.  And there is no simple formula for getting through this crisis.  However ... 
 
I have just had another FaceTime visit with one of our parishioners who is now living in a personal care 
home. Health issues suddenly rendered her unable to walk, barely able to speak or use her hands effectively. 
She has had to deal with setbacks and discouragement as she struggles each day with rehabilitation. She has 
made incredible progress against all odds. It is magical when we both realize that we are looking straight 
into each other’s face! The visit does both of us a world of good. She teaches me what I need most to learn.  
 
You see, my emotional default position seems always to have been ‘discouragement’. As a result of a very 
difficult childhood, I learned not to HOPE. The healing I’ve experienced over the years is nothing short of 
miraculous. Our God is a gentle god. The creator of the universe who loves us - unconditionally. As our 
understanding of God grows, we are beginning to grasp what God has been trying to teach us all along: 
God created us in LOVE. Jesus lived, died and rose again to help us understand this better. He left us an 
example: not of hate and revenge, bigotry and deceit, racism and violence, but of forgiveness, inclusion, 
welcome, compassion and acceptance. 
  



 

 

It is not imaginable that the One who loved us into being could or would create this pandemic as we face 
what has evolved into a world on the brink of self-destruction. But our very God, while never  promising 
to fix everything for us,  will be with us each step of the way  -  as together we learn how to survive this 
and to reconstruct our broken world. 
 
Many things have already had to change. The world will be different. But the world in all likelihood will 
be a better place to live in. Already, we are experiencing on a worldwide level, a willingness to work with 
increased cooperation, communication and solidarity. 
            
Globally, nationally and in our local communities, we are reaching out to one another. We are more 
deeply concerned for the situation in developing countries just as we are for the poor, the marginalized, 
the homeless and the most vulnerable in our own cities and neighbourhoods. Is this not what God has 
always intended for us? 
 
Bit by bit, we are learning to recognize Him amongst us - just as the disciples did on the way to Emmaus. 
We can look at our own histories and recall the amazing moments of experiencing His nearness and the 
times He has helped us before. We can then start seeing with new eyes the signs of His presence here and 
now as we go forward together day by day. 
 
Do we dare to believe? Dare to trust? Dare to HOPE?   YES! WE DO! 
 
When we reach out to another to help or to be helped, when we forgive and are forgiven, when we look 
with love into another’s face, when we see the springtime signs of new LIFE, when we interact with an 
animal or pet, when we plant seeds that push their way up into the light, when we hear stories of 
incredible generosity and the gift of oneself at high cost and great personal risk, then we can be assured 
that the Lord is with us! Then we can dare to HOPE! 
 
I am brought back to the FaceTime visit with our friend at the personal care home. Before we said goodbye, I 
asked her what she would want to tell her church family. Without a hesitation, she declared with a wide 
grin, “GOD IS WITH US!’ 
    
ALLELUIA!    ALLELUIA! 
 
Jo Cork 
Pastoral Associate 
St. Paul the Apostle Parish 


