
Dear Parishioner; 
 
Greetings from St. Paul the Apostle Church, our spiritual home! 
 
With the recent announcement from Manitoba Public Health regarding increasing the social 
gatherings from 10 people to 25 people indoors, the question on everyone’s mind is, “Will public 
Masses now be offered to the parishioners again?”  
 

Weekday Masses are now offered 
Sunday Masses are not offered at this time 

 
The Archdiocese of Winnipeg has also just released the new liturgical protocols for the public 
celebration of Masses and Sacraments. These new liturgical protocols reflect the reality in which we 
live at the current time and are being implemented at the parish over the next few days. 
 
With the necessary gradual, slow, and cautious moving forward with the easing of social/public 
gatherings, it is very important to realize that this is not a return to ‘normal’ as stated many times 
from our MB Chief Public Health Officer. As the virus still remains in the Community and continues to 
pose a risk of infection to the public, all public health directives still remain in effect. Those who are 
elderly, vulnerable, or have underlying health conditions are strongly encouraged, for their own 
health, to avoid the risk of attending public celebrations of the Mass at this time.  
 
For this reason and the fact that the limit on the number of people permitted to socially gather for 
Sunday Masses will remain greatly reduced, the Archbishop has extended the dispensation from 
Sunday Obligation through to September 6th, 2020. 
 

Weekday Masses 
 
Weekday Masses will begin on Tuesday May 26th at 9:00am. Weekday Masses will be offered to 
parishioners Tuesday – Friday at 9:00am each day in the downstairs Chapel (off the Parish Hall). For 
those who desire to participate in weekday Masses, we will follow all the necessary liturgical and 
safety protocols, such as: 

 Maximum of 25 people permitted including myself  

 Face masks are optional 

 Hand sanitizing is required at entrance / exit 

 Chairs have been placed with the necessary social/physical distancing requirements 

 All other liturgical protocols as outlined by the Archbishop 

 Cleaning of the seats and physical space to be done after each celebration of Mass 
 

 
Continued …. 

  



Sunday Masses 
 
At this time, Sunday Masses will not be offered.  With the limit of 25 people for indoor social 
gatherings, it is not feasible nor fair to all parishioners of St. Paul the Apostle. With the liturgical 
ministers required for the celebration of Sunday Mass (new Safety & Health Ministers, Lectors, a few 
choir members, Altar Server, Deacon Larry, and myself), this reduces the number of parishioners 
permitted to attend from 25 down to approximately 15. Therefore, until the number of people 
permitted to socially gather in worship spaces increase, we cannot offer Sunday Masses at this time. 
Weekday Masses are available for those who desire to attend Mass.  
 
We recently have established new teams of Safety and Health Ministers at our parish for each Sunday 
Mass. With the new liturgical protocols and the necessary safety and health guidelines, the Safety and 
Health Ministry will guide and direct all parishioners when they arrive at the church, during, and after 
our celebration of Mass. Their duties include: 

 greeting parishioners when they arrive  

 providing every person with hand sanitizer upon arriving and leaving 

 guiding parishioners to marked pews for seating 

 assisting with procession of Communion lines 

 assisting with exiting of church  

 cleaning the church after each Mass 
 
We are currently in the process of adapting the new liturgical protocols to our parish setting and I will 
forward all parishioners these new guidelines for St. Paul the Apostle Parish in the near future before 
we begin offering Sunday Masses.  
 
As mentioned before, we are living in and through this pandemic and in a new way of living and 
interacting. I echo the words of our Archbishop in the new liturgical protocols, “This is a good time to 
begin enacting these protocols as the numbers of those attending church will be gradually increasing. 
That being said, even when we fully return, it may be to a different reality than we have been 
accustomed to in the past.”  
 
I encourage all parishioners to read the Update Protocols – COVID 19 as presented by the Archbishop.  
 
Gradually, cautiously, and patiently we move forward with gathering again as a faith community 
united in the Spirit of Christ who dwells within us.  
 
Peace always, 
 
  
 
Fr. Eric 
 


